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of a thousand ways of keeping her with you, but I tell you
there are only two: Either you keep her in dishonor, and then
you are forever lost to Earchfeld, or you let her go with a broken
heart, and then Kirchfeld and the whole world are lost to you.
There is no other way. I have you in my grasp so tight that I
don't even need to lay hands on you."

And thus he leaves him. When Wurzelsepp meets the
priest for the second time face to face, after the rumors
he has helped to spread have worked their poison in the
minds of the people, it is to implore the man he hates to
give to his mother, who has drowned herself, a Christian
burial. And when the priest soothes his sorrow and opens
his arms to him, and only asks him to think henceforth
better of his fellow-men, Sepp throws himself at his feet
and exclaims: "Do with me as you think best, you, who
are just and good." "Not thus think the consistory and
Count Finsterberg, the lord of the diocese. The priest is
deprived of his office, excommunicated, and dismissed
from the Church., which summons him to do penance for
his sins. His last official act is the performance of the
ceremony at the marriage of Anna and the young peasant
whom she loves. His last words to the young couple and
Wurzelsepp are:

"My children, although they have told you I am no longer a
priest, I cannot help taking leave of you as such. I do not
assume their rights in doing so, for the words I now utter with
all my heart they have long since unlearned: 'I bless you.'"

The extraordinary success of "Der Pf arrer von Kirch-
feld" was due as much to its intrinsic dramatic merits as
to its appearance at the psychological moment. Who was
the author, the humor and pathos of whose peasants, life-